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Indo US dIwalI SocIal 
Wednesday, OctOber 16 

diWali: symphOny 
Of sentiments 
An exclusive poem penned by Kamlesh Darji

OUR SPONSORS

SponSorShip inquirieS:  AAkASh pAtel 813.364.4769  •  SponSorShip@indo-uS.org

Homeowners Choice

Diwali is symbolized by 
light and joy. And, this 
was not in short measure 
at the Chamber’s Diwali 
social at the newly 
opened Aloft Hotels in 
the heart of downtown 
Tampa. Diwali, referred 
to as the festival of 
lights, is of central 
importance in the Indian 
calendar and celebrated 
with great delight not 
just in India, but in the 
USA and all around the 
world. 

Chamber members 
were greeted with a 
very festive atmosphere 

and immediately drawn into the traditional 
flavor of Diwali through the breathtaking 
decorations and scenery including lights 
(diyas), drapes, ornaments, an explanation 
and even a poem associated with Diwali 
could be found dotted around the room.  
And, of course, no Diwali would be complete 
without sweets and members also had a 
chance to sample Indian sweets which are 
a staple at this time of the year. And, in 
tune with the universal spirit of Diwali, 
the Chamber collected donations of non-
perishable food items which were donated to 
Metropolitan Ministries.

Sam operates Stone Kraft, a tile and 
cabinetry company based in Tampa which is 
the premier source for all wood cabinetry, 
granite countertops and natural stone 
flooring. With 11 years of experience in the 
natural stone and kitchen remodeling area 

Stone Kraft can assure you of high quality 
design and execution of your valuable 
projects.
Sam can be reached at 813 628 TILE (8453) or 
sam@stone-kraft.com

indO-Us chamber  
missiOn

P.O. Box 20232, Tampa, FL 33622
Phone: (813) 358-8384
Email: info@indo-us.org
 

“To provide an active forum in 
which Asian American professionals 
and business owners, through an 
exchange of ideas, with a unified 
voice, can communicate, interact, 
and secure a position within the 
business industry and become a 
source of inspiration by promoting 
professionalism and  
excellence through education  
and community involvement.”

upcoming indo-uS  
Chamber Events:
Business & Networking Event
Date: Wednesday, November 19th, 2014
Time: 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM
Location: HCI Ballroom,  
5300 W. Cypress St, Tampa FL 33607
Speaker: Brian Sparks ,  
Hill Ward Henderson – Law Firm.
Brian is a Shareholder and Co-Chair of the firm's 
Trusts & Estates Group. As a Board Certified 
Wills, Trusts & Estates Law, and Tax Law 
Attorney, his practice includes tax, estate, asset 
protection, and privacy protection planning 
for wealthy individuals, business executives, 
professionals, and closely-held businesses, and 
tax controversy matters against the Internal 
Revenue Service. He is a Fellow in the American 
College of Trust and Estate Counsel.

This is a FREE event. No RSVP required.

Coming soon
March 2015: The Indo-US annual Golf 
tournament- WATCH THIS SPACE FOR 
MORE INFORMATION.
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I N D O - U S  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E ,  T A M P A

If you have started a new business or planning to start one, chamber 
events are perfect places to share experiences and learn from others. Indo-

US chamber events and the relationships built there provides access to 
entrepreneurs, seasoned and successful business people, and an open forum 

for you to discuss your ideas, expand on them and to collaborate.  
The events are free and so is the membership. We urge you to come  

out and be a part of it.  Together, the future is ours.

Started or starting a new business?

K H A A S  B A A T  B U S I N E S S  B E A T :  A  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H

Jal Irani, President

www.indo-uS.org

member  
spOtliGht

STARTING THIS MoNTH, WE START A NEW FEATURE IN 
WHICH WE WILL HIGHLIGHT CHAMBER MEMBERS.

Some memories just 
last longer than 

others. As we cast 
our mind back to 

the Banyan Ball, we 
want to say a BIG 

thank you to Dhaniya-
Drums (formerly 

Cilantro) restaurant 
for providing the 

wonderful cuisine. 
Now, as a reminder 
here is a blast from 

the (not so) past.

Diwali is here, Diwali is here, and it's our honour to share
With great zeal, a storied tradition, preserved with care
From the ancient tales of Ram and his divine exploits
Diwali's brilliance and spectacle, dazzles all with its joy

oh, from the dusty paths of India, to the streets of London town
No matter where in the world, the joy will be spread around
To delight, the Indian New Year, as families re-unite
Come together and mull over old errors to re-write
Fresh flowers, fresh slates, amid the dark skies of Autumn
As doors and hearts open, offering all a hearty welcome
Around the world, wherever our traditions still thrive 
We hear the crackle of firecrackers illuminate through the night

A decorated lamp adorning windows, stairs and parapets
The fusion rangoli marks diversity, how could we forget?
The worship at home with loving prayers and many offerings
The visits to the Temples, tender embraces and new beginnings
The cries of Daddy always screaming that we're running late
oh, even Mother losing her purse makes Diwali great!

It's right to declare, our traditions are centuries old, 
they embrace perennial values, as has always been foretold
Growing with each New Year, yet strangely born in the past
What makes it so unique; one may even want to ask?

Is it the gifts, tasty sweets and feasts that take place
Is it the look of wonderment left stamped on a small child's face?
Is it the annakut flaunted with jubilation and pleasure?
Is it the happiness felt that we simply cannot measure?

Diwali's colors and complexions are myriad to mention
No doubt, it's hard to define, as it is God's invention
There are many reasons, and I should really offer mine
For To err is human and to forgive really divine
In today's troubled times, fractured by unethical means
Diwali really brings today's hope and tomorrow's dreams

our adopted land, a place as diverse as any could be found
Where great men with great souls have all stood up proud
We bring goodwill for all, who reside in this nation
Radiance, love and wisdom for our celebration
Four days of hope, unstinting faith and chances anew
So, from our hearts to yours, Happy Diwali to you!

sam choudhary, stone Kraft tiles & cabinetry

Banyan Ball: RewInd

Members learning about the origin of Diwali.

Members mingling: 
creating connections 
and possibilities.

Topher Morrison 
of KPI and 

guests joined the 
festivities.


